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Fisheries Interactions: Lay Gill Nets

• Unattended lay nets

• Illegal lay netting (night, closed areas)

• Surround net – legal loop-hole

• Bycatch

• Unregistered lay nets



Lay Gill Net Legislation



Lay Gill Net Legislation

• SB 1371:

• Require Annual Lay Net Permit

• Misdemeanor violation

• Statewide lay net education and enforcement program

• Bill was deferred at conference committee

• Could be heard again next year

Senate Bill 1371, proposes to prohibit the use of lay nets to take aquatic 

life, except under a permit obtained by the Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (Department) and establishes the use of lay nets to 

take aquatic life as a misdemeanor offense with a mandatory minimum 

period of imprisonment of one day or, for a first offense, a fine of no less 

than $1,000.  The Department supports this bill and offers the 

following comments.
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Mortality Threat:
Fisheries interactions

Barbless circle hooks
are safer for wildlife

Seals & turtles cannot easily self shed
barbed circle hooks

Fisheries Interactions: Hooks



Origins

 2005: Kurt Kawamoto, NOAA Pacific Islands Fisheries 
Science Center, starts BCHP

 2007: Earl Miyamoto, DLNR-DAR, partners with Kurt to 
expand program

Why?

 Although Barbless Circle Hooks do not reduce the take 
of seals and turtles, they are significant in mitigation 
when the animals are incidentally hooked

Progress

 Most major tournaments include barbless hook 
category

Barbless Circle Hook Project



Kauai Island

 Kauai Marine Mammal Response Program:  Partnership 

between NOAA Fisheries and DAR

 Monk Seal Volunteer Network – 60 active volunteers

 Response

 Displacement/“Problem” Seals

 Disturbance 

 Entanglements/Hookings

 Pupping Events

 Outreach and Education

 Festivals, classrooms, beach intercepts

 Sea Turtle Response



Oahu Island

Education/Outreach

 All Oahu Fishing Tournaments & keiki 

tournaments 

 Cultural and community events

 Classroom visits

 Boy scout programs & Fishing 

instruction

 Supply fishing supply stores with 

outreach material



 Fishing Tournaments

 Keiki Fishing Tournaments 

 Fishing Supply Stores

 Community programs

 Community Events 

Maui Island



Hawaiʿi Island

 Fishing Tournaments

 Keiki Fishing Tournaments

 Fishing Supply Stores

 Fourth Grade Initiative

 Community Events

 Activities



Page 2017 Total Page Likes Posts This Week Engagement This Week

Barbless Circle 

Hook Project
601  6 18

Facebook increased 145 followers Dec. 2017 – June 2018

Instagram increased 263 followers Dec. 2017 – June 2018

Social Media



Intentional Killing and Harassment



Communications – Press Releases 



Next Steps
 Pursue lay net regulations to reduce fisheries interactions

 New Hire: Marine Protected Species Biologist – Data 

collection to  craft a conservation plan for Monk Seals

 Work towards an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) 

 HFACT App – Data collection app & protected species 

reporting

 Continued Outreach and Education


